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This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved. from more than 170 published sources, previously unpublished field observations, and photographs contributed by citizen scientists to online natural history repositories. The dataset includes 25,872 nest observations and reports the cooperative behavioral decisions for 45,297 foundresses. Species names were updated to reflect modern taxonomic revisions. The type of substrate on which the nest was built is also included, when available. A smaller population-level version of this dataset found that the presence or absence of cooperative nesting in paper wasps was correlated with temperature stability and environmental harshness, but these variables did not predict the extent of cooperation within species. This expanded dataset contains details about individual nests and further increases the power to address the relationship between the environment and the presence and extent of cooperative breeding. Beyond the ecological drivers of cooperation, these highresolution data will be useful for future studies examining the evolutionary consequences of variation in social behavior. This dataset may be used for research or educational purposes provided that this data paper is cited. 
